
 

 

 

 

 

      October 4, 2021 

 

Dear MASD Families, 

 October is already here, and it has definitely been a busy start to the school year. The 

hallways are buzzing, and our students are excited to be back in school.  Being able to have our 

students come to school each day for in-person instruction helps us all get into a routine and feel 

as though some things are returning to normal.  Our High School students just enjoyed a Spirit 

Week.  Our Middle School students have begun painting murals in the school and are preparing 

for an upcoming Spirit Week.  Our Intermediate and Elementary School students have completed 

a project based upon the book The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds which encouraged the students to 

“make a mark and see where it takes you.”  Our students thrived while working on these 

projects, expressing their individual creativity and seeing where it takes them.  The beautifully 

displayed artwork in each one of our buildings shines a light on individual uniqueness, talent and 

desire to actively contribute to our school community.  It brightens my day to see our students 

year after year and day after day inspired in the pursuit of their own individual educational 

journeys in our schools. 

 Many of our sports teams are having successful seasons so far, and we hope that 

continues.  The Walking Club that is happening in our Intermediate School is a huge success.  

Not only are our students getting in some exercise to start their days, but they are socializing, 

getting themselves energized for the day where we are seeing students more focused in class and 

showing positive strides in the overall mental health of our students.  They are happy.  They are 

here, and they are learning.   

 On behalf of all of the staff of the Mifflinburg Area School District, I would like to say 

thank you to the kind and generous members of our community who put together bins of snacks 

and positivity and shared them with each of our buildings.  Notes of encouragement and 

nutritious snacks helped fuel the positive attitudes that can be seen in our staff around the 

District.  That act of kindness brightened everyone’s spirits, and that community support means 

everything to us. 

A brief recap from each of our building Principals: 

 High School - The high school had a busy month of September.  Students and staff were 

truly getting back into the swing of school from an academic perspective.  In fact, Progress 

Reports were completed and mailed out in the latter part of the month.  In an effort to assist 

students who may struggle in a particular subject or several classes, Open Study was developed.  

This is a period of time at the beginning of the day, 7:15 A.M. to 8:15 A.M., where students can 



 

 

go to the library and receive extra help.  This extends to the end of the day as well from 2:50 

P.M. to 3:50 P.M.  The responses have been very encouraging. 

Regular drills were part of the beginning of the month, along with school pictures.  Fall 

Sports and extracurriculars have been thriving respectively. 

Gold Out was a big event for staff and students, which is a local effort started by 

Mifflinburg Alum and current Physician, Dr. Colby Wesner.  It is associated with ThinkBig, 

which raises money for pediatric cancer patients and their families.  There were spirit week 

activities that culminated with a pep rally on Friday, September 24th.  Funds were raised 

throughout the week to identify which teacher would be “pied” and another teacher being silly 

stringed.  A check was presented to Dr. Wesner at the football game that evening. 

These events and excitement demonstrate why Mifflinburg High School is such a great 

place to be! 

 Middle School – The Middle School has gotten off to a great start to the 2021-2022 

school year.  Students have been utilizing the Learning Management Platform Schoology to 

acquire lessons and submit projects.  We have utilized the diagnostic test called CDT's to 

determine learning loss from Covid-19 mitigation efforts as well as Map testing. We are well 

into our interventions to support student learning loss, below are some key interventions you 

might be interested in. 

We have built interventions into our daily schedule to support student skill development. 

Some of those interventions are Homework Help on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays of 

each week from 2:45 P.M. to 3:45 P.M.  Wildcat Academy beginning September 13th until 

October 7th from 2:45 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. Monday through Thursday.  Wildcat Academy will 

also occur each marking period.  This will be communicated on our Middle School Website as 

well as the Middle School Blackboard.  

Teachers are also working during WIN time each day to support student learning as well. 

We have also added a NEW intervention and opportunity called Saturday School.  Saturday 

school allows parents to come to school to work with staff to support student learning.  In 

addition, Saturday School will be focusing on fun educational opportunities that our staff are 

developing.  The next Saturday School opportunity will be on October 23rd.  Please look for 

more information about the featured opportunities for this event on our website. 

 Intermediate School – The Intermediate School kicked off the new school year with our 

3rd Grade Orientation and Grades 4 and 5 Meet the Teacher Night in August.  We had a great 

turnout!  Earlier in the month, all Intermediate School Students were taught our PBIS ROAR 

School Expectations.  Students are positively recognized for meeting these expectations 

throughout the day.  Our first PBIS Positive Celebration, a Dance Party, took place on September 

30th.  Homeroom teachers choose four students from their room to participate.  These students 

met or exceeded our school wide expectations during the month of September.  Our new Safety 

Patrol Team started patrolling our hallways during dismissal mid-month.  Safety Patrol helps 

ensure our hallways are safe for students during dismissal time.  Safety Patrol is made up of 4th 

and 5th grade students.   



 

 

Our first HSA meeting was held on September 20th.  New Officers were elected, and 

several school events were discussed.  If you would like to be involved with our HSA, please 

reach out to the I.S. Office for HSA contact information.   

We held our Title One Parent Involvement Night on September 20th.  We did not have a 

good turnout.  Mr. Heggenstaller is looking to hold this event again to showcase our Title One 

Program and work the school is doing to increase student achievement.   

Mr. Grose held his annual Band/Instrument Night which allowed 5th grade students to 

sign up to learn how to play an instrument and be part of our band.  Activity Period started for 

our 5th grade students.  During Activity Period, 5th grade students can choose to attend Art Club, 

Choir, and Band.  Walking Club kicked off mid-month.  Students can enjoy walking with their 

classmate three days a week in the gym before school.   

Outdoor Education started for our 5th grade students.  Four classes attend Outdoor Ed in 

the fall followed by 3 classes in the spring.  Looking ahead to October, our HSA is hosting a 

Friday Fun Afternoon at the Intermediate School.  An informational flyer was sent home with all 

I.S. students about this event on September 30th.  As always, the Intermediate School thanks you 

for your support.         

 Elementary School – We are very excited to once again, have been able to start the 

school year with all students in the building.  It has been a very busy first few weeks, but I am 

happy to report that we have had a very successful start to the school year.  The teachers and 

staff have been working diligently with your children to establish routines and procedures within 

all classrooms.  All teachers have been working on introducing your children to our online 

platforms throughout their daily instruction.  All students have been issued a Chrome Book for 

the 2021-2022 school year, and these should be going home daily and coming back to school 

fully charged.   

 The Elementary School staff and our ROAR Team have been working hard to model, 

teach, recognize and praise positive behaviors, as well as, set the expectations for all students.  

We encourage families to be our partners and acknowledge these positive behaviors at home and 

work on establishing before and after school routines which will assist your children in learning 

and understanding their responsibilities as students.  We are looking forward to celebrating at the 

end of the first marking period with a ROAR Assembly to acknowledge the great things we have 

accomplished so far this year. 

 We hope everyone has a great weekend and an excellent start to the month! 

      Very truly yours, 

      Daniel R. Lichtel 

      DANIEL R. LICHTEL 
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